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MARINE CORPS ORDER 7220.12N 

From: Commandant of the Marine Corps 
To: Distribution List 

Subj: SPECIAL DUTY ASSIGNMENT (SDA) PAY PROGRAM 

Ref: (a) Title 37, Section 307 
(b) DoD Instruction 1304.27 
(c) DoD 7000.14-R, Volume 7A 
(dl MCO P1080.40 

Encl: (1) Special Duty Assignment (SDA) Pay Policy 
(2) Special Duty Assignments 

1. Situation. To provide instructions for the award and administration of 
SDA pay per references (a) through (d) . 
2. Cancellation. MCO 7220.12M. 

3. Mission. Special Duty Assignment (SDA) pay is a monthly monetary 
incentive that is paid to enlisted members who are required to perform 
extremely demanding duties or duties demanding an unusual degree of 
responsibility. Enclosures (1) and (2) provide specific guidance for this 
program. 
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4. Execution. Addressees will award SDA pay per this Order and report per 
MCO P1080.40. 

5. Administration and Logistics. Commanders will ensure that all Marines 
eligible for SDA pay are validated annually. All exceptions to the policy 
must be submitted to CMC (MPO-40) for determination. 

6 .  Command and Signal. This Order is effective on the date it is signed. 

7. Reserve ~pplicability. This Order is applicable to the Marine Corps 
Reserve. 

DISTRIBUTION: PCN 10209800000 

Copy to: 7000110 (55) 
700099, 144/8145001 (1) 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A: Abproved for public release; 
distribution is unlimited. 
















